
25th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing 
 
 
The 25th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing was activated on 1 July 1965 at 
Chambley AB, and absorbed the 19th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
and 42d Electronic Countermeasures Squadron. The squadrons were 
transferred from Toul-Rosieres AB, where they operated as a 
detachment of the 10th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, based at RAF 
Alconbury, UK. 
 

Douglas RB-66B-DL 
Destroyer Serial 54-
0419, converted to 
EB-66E. This aircraft 
was retired to 
MASDC in October 
1972 

 

The 25th flew 
variants of the B-66 
"Destroyers" on photo 
reconnaissance and electronic warfare missions. 

 

The escalation of the conflict in SE Asia prompted the establishment of 
Detachment 1 of the 42 ECS at Takhli RTAFB during February, 1966. 5 
of its B-66's were sent to Thailand. 

 

On 7 March 1966, French President Charles De Gaulle announced that 
France would withdraw from NATO's integrated military structure. The 



United States was informed that it must remove its military forces from 
France by 1 April 1967. 

 

On 1 May 1966, the 42d was inactivated and the squadrons remaining 
aircraft were deployed to Takhli RTAFB, with all of its assets in 
Thailand being assigned to the 41st Tactical Electronic Warfare 
Squadron (TEWS). 

 

The remaining aircraft of the 25 TRW were assigned to the 363d 
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, Shaw AFB, South Carolina. On 15 
October 1966 the 25 TRW was deactivated. The 7367th Combat Support 
Group was activated to close the facility. 

 

On 1 April 1967, the last USAF personnel left Chambley AB, and 
the base was returned to French control. 


